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The Big Pine Knight 
goes jousting again 

PETITIONING THE COUNTY ROYALTY, DEVELOPER DEAN 
KNIGHT SEEKS A BOON, AND PLANS BIGGER PROJECTS 

E IS A CONTROVERSIAL DEVELOH2R, one who seems to 
look forward to the day when he will be describ¬ 
ed otherwise. He claims, sometimes believably, 
that he'd like to get out of the limelight, perhaps, 
though he doesn't say it, to take time out to enjoy 
the plush new club that he has built near Big Bine. 

That club, the Knight's Manor Swimming and Ten¬ 
nis Club, is currently the center of the ongoing con¬ 
troversy between Builder Dean Knight and several of¬ 
ficials of the county's planning and administrative 
offices and members of the board of supervisors. 

Knight does not see himself as a fighter, but 
for more than a decade he has jousted almost contin¬ 
ually with one branch of government or another. And 
with a surprising regularity he usually wins,, One of 
Inyo's supervisors, Herb London, who has been involved 
in more than a few of Knight's battles, concedes that 
Knight is "the best salesman in Inyo County 0 " 

His residency in Inyo County began in 1936 when 
he came here with family members fran Utah, ^e went to 
school at Bishop (No one could recall if he engaged in 
school-yard fights). Maturing, he opened an auto dealerdiip 
in Bishop. He expanded into the motel business (Towne 

House Motel) and was also an early owner of Bishop's Pi¬ 
oneer Hardware. Those interests carried him far a few 
years, but then, in the oO's, he went into the devel¬ 
oping business. First it was Grandview Heights in 
We3t Bishop and then - his big score - the Rolling 

(See KNIGHT, Page 2) 
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NEWS-LETTER HOLIDAY 
Barring the occurrence of 
events of particular pub¬ 
lic importance, the Inyo 
County News-Letter will 
not apnear next week, al¬ 
lowing the staff a year- 
end holiday. 


-The COUNTY 


News Briefs 

DWP: BELLY-LAUGH OR DEATH-RATTLE? 
ASPENDELL: BEAUTY OR DEVELOPMENT? 
- AND OTHER QUESTIONS IN THE NEWS 


N THE SPIRIT OF THE LA CITY Coun¬ 
cil's rent-freeze program will 


T 

1 1 4 the county's biggest landlord, 
the DWP, hold rents to last-year 
levels and return some of its Prop¬ 
osition 13 tax benefits to lease¬ 
holders? Don't hold your breath $ 
it certainly doesn't look that way, 
not now at least. But the supervi¬ 
sors want to look into the possib¬ 
ility, however vague, and so they 
have invited DWP's Owens V a lley En¬ 
gineer, to their next board meeting 
to talk it over 0 County Administra¬ 
tor John K 0 Smith said that DWP of¬ 
ficials have taken the question 
"lightly and half-jokingly." But if 
in fact there was laughter it prob¬ 
ably came out like a choke or a 
deatTi-rattle; DWP argues that the 
water company never got enough for 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 3) 
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Best wishes from the News-Letter staff. 



_ 

Billie Tanner, service district president 

New health services for south Tnyo . See P.3 
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Developer Dean Knight appeared again last week before the board of supervisors 

.. .a whole new Dean Knight sitting there, pleasant, humble, friendly and open. " 


KNIGHT, Continued 

Green development near Big Pine. (A few of his 
governmental adversaries are not above li ving 
there in spite of their conflicts with him.) 

The Rolling Green development marked the 
beginning of his major battles in 1965* First, 
it was the Department of Water and Power which 
attempted to take away his lease for sewer 
ponds; DWP claimed that the Big Pine knight 
was discharging effluent into surrounding prop¬ 
erties and fields. The Lahontan water board a- 
greed with DWP. 

Enter Firebrand Attorney Leland Bray, 
himself no stranger to heated conflict. 

Bray says now that when'the DWP issue 
came up, Knight was in the midst of a bankrup¬ 
tcy and that the matter was taken to bankruptcy 
court. The court found that Knight was not in 
fact in violation. But DWP appealed. And than 
Again, Knight wen. With a brief filed as a 
"friend of the court action," Bray himself en¬ 
tered the fighto Explains Bray: "He was the 
first in a number of years to buck the DWP. 

It was a real disgrace and an attempt by DWP 
to squelch the desire of Inyo Countians to 
build." 

From then on, things rocked along, but 
Knight had further ambitions, he of the liti¬ 
gious and feisty nature, bright smile and 
salesman’s drive, natty dress and articulate 
diplomacy. 

He wanted what has since cone to be cal¬ 
led "The Club." It was more than two years a- 
go that plans got underway for Knight’s Manor, 
the adult mobile home development and its ad¬ 
joining "club" - tennis courts, an olympic- 
size indoor swimming pool, warm-water spa, 
lounge and bar, dining room and dance-floor. 

He wanted to move right ahead on it. 
Patience in the face of governmental red-tape 
has not been observed very often in his sev¬ 
eral expressions of virtues. 

There as forbidding obstacles - like 
the windmills of Don Quixote - to the knight¬ 
ly plans were things like county officials, 
zoning and environmental regulations. First 
off, he told everybody involved that there 
was no need for an environmental impact re¬ 
port, because, as he said, "studies already 
done" provided enough information. He com¬ 
plained to the supervisors that the planning 
commission was unjustly levying red-tape de- 
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mands on his pocket, his time and his energ¬ 
ies, the latter of which has later proved to 
be considerable. 

The board finally agreed with Dean, al¬ 
though a number of Big Pine residents were i— 
rate. They wanted nothing to do with what they 
called a "commercial facility in a residenti¬ 
al area." They called together an explosive 
public hearing at Big Pine, and personalities, 
like kni^tits on the jousting field, clashed 
with resounding clamoro Before it was over, 
no fewer than two of the supervisors had been 
accused (obliquely, as it were) with conflict 
of interest; the grand jury castigated not on¬ 
ly the supervisors for the Knight deal, but 
also the district attorney. 

But as the smoke cleared. Dean Knight 
opened up his club. What, after all, is a 
nice place to live without a nice place to 
play? Amid protests (Who wants the place to 
play next door?), he got a "private" license. 

Two weeks ago. Dean Knight wrote a long 
letter to the board of supervisors. Clearly he 
was back on the field of battle once more, and 
he was telling, or selling, friends (an awful 
lot of them, apparently) that the "private" 
restriction was going to be keeping a lot of 
good people away from "the fabulous" club. A 
number of them agreed: By Inyo standards, the 
club might be considered as "fabulous." 

Knight said long ago that he’d rather 
shoot himself than go back to the planning can- 
mission. 

In his appearance before the board, his 
knight’s steed was tethered, his sword sheath 
ed, his lance set aside; it was a whole new 
Dean Knight sitting there, pleasant, humble, 
friendly and open 0 Fourteen Big Pine people are 
protesting the license change. "I don’t care," 
he said in his clearly self—less w^y, "It’s 
not just for me; it’s what the people want. I 
am not pleading for anything." 

Whether he gets what he wants in the new 
move to surmount government red-tape has yet to 
be seen. The supervisors say nothing short of 
a zone change and more public hearings will 
make possible their granting the request. 

And how does the government-jousting 
knight see himself in all these battles which 
he denies are fights or conflicts. "If I think 
I’m right," he says, "I’ll fight for it. I’ve 
been proven light more than wrong. I don’t look 

(See KNIGHT, Page K) 









NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

its leases anyhow. But the county counters the 
argument with "The water they get is the val¬ 
ue," said Smith. He said he will ask the DWP 
to lower the cost of county leases "both com¬ 
mercial and agricultural." Such requests are 
not new, the answer has always been no. Did 
Proposition 13 benefit the DWP in Inyo County? 
Yes, about $2 million in lowered taxes 0 


IS A WATER TANK UNSIGHTLY? A number of the in¬ 
habitants of Aspendell comnunity west of Bish¬ 
op think so and 22 of them petitioned the 
planning commission, via individual letter, 
asking that Developer Gordon Holmes be clearly 
instructed to put the darn thing underground. 
The letters were read one by one at the week’s 
meeting of the commissioners. By the time it 
was all over the commissioners may have been 
. ready for a compromise. So be it. Holmes will 
establish his tank both under and above ground 
- with an excavation for the tank that will not 
have to be covered over. 

AESTHETICS WILL ALSO PLAY A PART in the coun¬ 
ty's updated general plan, but not if a com¬ 
mittee named to study a highway element of the 
plan has its say. Committee members said that 
too much emphasis on highway beautification 
will tend to retard economic development and 
the uses of private property. Commenting on 
his committee's opposition. Planning Director 
Doug Sherburne replied in his best bureaucrat- 


ese: "The commission fabricated a policy state¬ 
ment position that the county doesn't want the 
document to work against private property or 
economic development." 


IT WAS KIND OF A SURPRISE. He'd only been el¬ 
ected for a few days when Vice-President Vic¬ 
tor Eizenga of the Inyo County Employees Asso¬ 
ciation announced he was quitting his job in 
the county and also the association. He said 
he'd been "thinking about it" for some time 0 
He was one of the jark department's rangers. 
Asked if he had some complaints or comment a- 
bout county government, he hedged a littlej 
"That's personal and I don't want to comment. 

I have no bad feelings about the employees as¬ 
sociation, and the bad feelings I have about 
the county I'll keep to myself." Eizenga went 
to work for Paul' s Electric at Bishop, and the 
prasident of the association, Dari ene Landis, 
went looking for a new veep. 


IT WAS THE COUNTY'S 2lpth HIGHWAY FATALITY of 
1978: Michelle Fishback, U years old, was go¬ 
ing on a ski trip with her mother and other 
relatives. Near Dunmovin Hill, south of Olan— 
cha, the car skidded on some ice, the car rol¬ 
led over and into an embankment. All but Mich¬ 
elle escaped injury, but when Tri-County Ambu¬ 
lance reached Ridgecrest Hospital, the child 
was pronounced dead. Highway Patrolmen, hoping 
to avoid other accidents, will be out in farce 
over the holidays. 
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No more 

3-hour 
rides to 

the 

hospital 

Photos! Susan Mativo 


"You'd better hurry. I don't think T can wait much longer." 

That was the poignant and perhaps not unexaggerated statement of 
an elderly Shoshone resident when he talked to members of the 
newly-formed Death Valley Service Area who have taken matters in 
their own hands to provide some badly needed health services for 
the area/ the county’s extension service has so far proven inad¬ 
equate and for years the stories have mounted: deaths of people 
who might have been saved but for the three-hour drive to the hos¬ 
pital at Lone Pine. All that is due to change quickly.: Sometime 
in the next few days a check (first in a series of grants) will 
arrive to begin a new medical clinic. The clinic will be staffed 
by a doctor furnished by the National Health Services Corp. Com¬ 
pletion of plans for the medical service brought tears to one of 
the service district's board members, Sylvia Burton , at left. 

Said she with a mixture of sadness and joy: "If it had only gone 
through six months ago, my husband would still be alive." The 
new clinic will be housed in a two-trailer complex (above) shown 
here under inspection by board members Alice Eben, Ann Madson, 

Ms. Burton (on porch) and an interested bystander, a Ms. Babbitt. 
Clinic will serve Tecopa, Shoshone, Death Valley area. 
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WATCH FOR OUR AFTER- 
CHPISTMAS SALE! 


All MEN’S JEANS 2O20FF 
GIRLS’ TOPS, GUYS’ SHIRTS 30%OFF 


Gifts to wear! 

ARRIVED FOR CHRISTMAS: 

Givis’ satin tops, pants, skivts. Perfect for Yule parties! 

New line men's sweaters by Himalaya. Men’s shirts: Impact, Madman, MacGregor. 
Co-ordinated jeans and tops by City Girl. Neat combinations! 

*featuring ... 


Bobbie Brooks 
Co-ordinates 

Pants suits 

MacGregor shirts 
for men 

OPEN SUNDAY, CHRISTMAS FVE 

Monday through Saturday 
10 AM to 6 PM 


Town and Country Shopping Center 
621 W. Line St. 873-3215 


Bishop’s finest foods and spirits « Imports « 3100 West Line Street 
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Good taste 
always wants 
the best! 


The season to entertain - lavishly! For your 
friends you’ll want the best: a cask of 
good wine; fine spirits by the case or 
bottle, domestic and imported. A barrel 
of beer .... 

- ..Fine champagnes (10% 

discount on case lots’.) ... .Discover 
your holiday feast here among the 
finest foods and gourmet cheeses 
(Manor Market even has 20 kinds 
of crackers to go with them!), 
spirits and gift items. You'll 
find all you need for holiday 
entertaining in one conven¬ 
ient place! 


WISHING YOU A HAPPY 
AND BOUNTIFUL 1979 




















































On our new bright screen 




QMlt- 

.TONIGHT! 


MONDAY thru TUESDAY - DEC. 25 thru JAN. 2 




m 


ft 4, 

ft ^FEATURING THE HIDE-A-BED 455, 


v: 


JOHN TRAVOLTA 
OLIVIA NEVTON-JOHN 
STOCKARD CHANNING r— — r~wr 

•YoiiLi^Utlp 

G] 


THEATRE CLOSED DEC. 24 





L 


HHSE33 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


& 


EXCLUSIVE OEALER FOR 

SIMMONS ^warranty) 

_ BEAUTYREST 

Famous LA-Z-BOY Chairs 


■CAlL—r. 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon ^furniture 
'L(phohtenj Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP ( 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce ' 


\ 


/ 


\ 


From our house 
to your house: 

Best holiday wishes ! 


7/77 radio one hundred’ 
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CHRISTMAS 


'V 


...So, how about buyinq YOUR liv¬ 
ing doll (whether she's young or not 
so younq) a beautiful doll she can ad¬ 
mire and love. 

FASHION DOLLS * BOTTLE DOLLS * RAG DOLLS 
These and much more. Some with wardrobes 

PS: Santa does his shopping here! 

Ktf PORNSF 


LONE PINE 





214 W. BUSH 
876-5717 





• 9 •••»• ft Q |[ 


CAR AND HOME STEREOS 


Ex clu s ivel y - 

140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

Telephone 873-6550 


8734924 

r*J-$ 


HI MOUNTAIN 


2587 W. Line Bishop 



.■-V •. 

John Boothe 

< * v*». .. . 


'RENTALS 

SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 
•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS •TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 


GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


The 


MOr qu'?c "service on breakfast: 

^U^n'ooSTcookln' 





CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


ijr 

B 

• •’ * -I . H ,v„uv.Ul, 





. • 



(who dilig 




- to th 




Dr. Jay is the "morning 8 to 12 jock" at KIBS, a time slot we consider relatively harm¬ 
less. At an early age he was horn in the State of Washington, which forgave him. In 1975, 
he moved to Bishop with his lovely wife, Sandy, and their six-year-old son, Johnny. Bish¬ 
op also forgave him. He was educated, more or less, at Long Beach hut, failing to gradu¬ 
ate, he Went to college in Arizona. In 1961, he left college (amid cheers and applause 
from the faculty and entire student body) and went to work for his Dad, apparently a tol¬ 
erant and easy-going man, in the electronics business . Together they did work for the Na¬ 
vy but we \are assured that our coastline was in no way endangered. In 1964, Dr. Jay was 
drafted, serving his country for 735 days, nine hours and 35 minutes. Our side lost. He 
went back into electronics with his dad, and electronics has never forgiven him. They sold 
out and he came to Bishop and KIBS (We hire a lot of winners here at KIBS.) where he is 
now the NO. 2 JOCK IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. We don't know who No. 1 is, there are so many of 
them. Be sure to listen to "Dr. Jay coming through for you 
Maybe you'll forgive him too. 


SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 


BISHOP 1230AM 

d 

u 

□ 
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F-O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 











































































Wishing you the joys of Christmas 

and many blessings in the New Year. 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON * Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 870-4 1 05 


7 ^ 

vo ur Independent 
isurance/ agent 



Century 21 Lone Pine Realty 
wish you a joyous holiday season. 

We wish to thank you for your 
support in 1978 and look forward 
to a great 1979 for Southern Inyo. 




DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN 


E 

realtor* 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


res. (714) 876-4442 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

res. (714) 876-5864 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 

bus. (714) 876-4121 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 



. Free delivery to Inyo and Moil 
Call collect 375-1361 for information 





LOWREX 

.Another QuolilyPtaducUfom Norlioj 

- ORGANS 

Story & 
&Clark PIANOS 


225 East Ridgecrest Blvd. 


Large selection-fine pianos and organs in 
all price ranges: $895 to $5000. Terms. 

No charge for delivery in Inyo and Mono. 

Everything for the musician: Instruments, 
music books, thousands to choose from. 

LOEWEN’S 

RIDGECREST 
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M, 

your view 


The Inyo County News-Letter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter’s readers 
that the publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply either the editors, 
agreement with its content or their guarantee of its accuracy. 



THE BUREAUCRACY, THE WILDERNESS; 

APPOINTEES OF THE DIETY? 

Dear Editor, 

I am writing to express my deep concern 
for the Owens Valley and its surrounding wil¬ 
derness • 

I speak as a voice for the land: for 
the graceful sloping alluvial fans skirting 
the edges of the mountains; for the fields up¬ 
on fields of sage and rabbit brush whose mut¬ 
ed changing colors herald the seasons $ for the 
clear days when brilliant blue skies shout 
hello fran far above; for dusk and the evening 
hues of purples and pinks and grays that round 
the craggy Inyos flowing up the valley floor; 
for the desert quiet whose solitude nourishes 
the spirit of man and where, if he desires, 
he may establish a communion with his God; and 
for the greatest of all, the majestic Sierra 
standing like sentinels, quietly guarding this 
valley from a city crouched far below, wait¬ 
ing for the signal to attack. 

I speak also for myself and the other 
peoples of this land who, like me, have fcxind 
a way to live in this quiet place without dis¬ 
turbing it too much, and who have learned to 
walk gently on the earth, the Mother who sus¬ 
tains our lives and we in return loving her 
for herself alone. 

I lived in the city for a year and saw 
clearly that it was man's own greed choking 
him to death. Polluted air from too many cars 
and too many industries; snarling, twisting, 
snake-like freeways crawling in and out of 
towns, the roar of their noise thundering ev¬ 
en into man's single refuge, his home; Busin¬ 
esses creeping into residential areas with 
their cheap plastic wares, and man himself 
running around dazed and confused by all the 
"choices," his spirit sickened by the un-nat¬ 
uralness of his environment. 

Why is it that man thinks he has to de- 
velope every bit of unoccupied space? Did not 
God create the earth and see that it was good? 

My heart anguishes over possible change 
and the fate of this valley. I cannot help but 
be thankful for the mixed blessings of the 
DVsP, the BLM, and the Forest Service, who I 
feel in a mysterious way have been entrusted 
by God to protect this very special place, 
this special place that serves more people 
just the way it is. They are responsible for 
protecting it, but not promoting it. And for 
those who resent these land managers, be as¬ 
sured that ,the final authority rests with 
God, for He, after all, is the Creator! 

- Anthony St. Vincent 
Independence 

(Editor’s note: "St. Vincent" is, as the 
editor is aware, a nom de plume. No matter; 
the issue that the writer brings up is clear 
coming from a writer by any name: The comm¬ 
only shared concern with the "natural" val¬ 
ley. News-Letter finds itself in agreement 
with most that "St. Vincent" expresses. The 
record, however, shows that DWP may be the 
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single most destructive factor in the ecology 
of the valley, however large part it may have 
played in restraining urban sprawl here . The 
other question is not whether there should he - 
" wilderness" or not, but whether it should he 
turned over to bureaucrats. It has been the 
editor'8 experience that as a rule a bureau¬ 
crat is far more interested in power than'he 
is in the general welfare of the land or any¬ 
thing else. In other words, News-Letter’s 
"goal" is essentially the same as that of the 
writer -but News-Letter stands firmly against 
the "means" (i.e. DWP and bureaucracy) by 
which that goal is attained. News-Letter also 
strongly feels that areas of the desert already 
"developed” with roads, houses, private inter¬ 
ests, etc., should be excluded from the "wild- 
nerness" area. For still more on that issue , 
see below.) 

Eastern Sierra News Service: 

I would like to present this opinion... 
Thank you for your attention. 

"In wilderness lies the preservation of 
the earth." The Sierra Club uses this phrase 
while it attempts to save the earth and its 
wildness. At the same time, the Sierra Clubis 
inundating all our wild lands with legislation. 
These laws would again create bureaucratic pow¬ 
ers to rule us. This is wildness? 

The Bureau of Land Management in the name 
of public good, aided by conservationist leg¬ 
islation, has prevailed upon the federal gov¬ 
ernment to enact legislation giving them broad 
police powers in administering what has been 
known as the public domain. For the cause sac¬ 
red of recreation, battle plans have been drawn 
and even new the federal government is seeking 
to seduce the public mind to a subservient men¬ 
tality so they might prevail in their effort 
to rule yet another sector of our lives and 
spirit. The resourcefulness and self reliance 
on which this country was founded are now con¬ 
sidered a threat to our government that was 
created of and for the people. It is the peop¬ 
le who now are subservient, not their public 
employees. The public domain was and is one 
last area of American self reliance In unspok¬ 
en action. The threat to it is more imagined 
and used by yet another bureaucracy to enhance 
its image and validate its need for funds. The 
selling of the public domain for recreational 
use only is a betrayal of its inherent spirit. 
In order to further the cause of recreation, 
guides and facilities are required. This im¬ 
plies personnel who regard the public as imbe¬ 
ciles, or, more politely, ignorant children. 
Guides are not needed in this domain, nor any 
government at all for that matter. The guid¬ 
ance here is unspoken and a person is on his 
own. The silence only miles, and each man, worn 
an or child finds that his birthright is to ex¬ 
plore and each explores for the first time as 
if no other went before him. This feeling of 
discovery and the spontaneous unfolding of life 
is what should be protected by the federal gov¬ 
ernment. Instead, the government seems more in¬ 
terested in its own bureaucratic survival, What 
is the American citizen? A sheep to be fleeced. 












a mind to be entered? It is the citizen and 
his wildness, his self reliance that must be 
protected. It is the same wildness that lies 
within the heart of nature, that lies within 
the heart of man. She passed it from herself 
and God to the consciousness of man and it is 
here that she seeks her final comfort. It is 
the hope of all concerned that mankind will re¬ 
solve its insecurities and find a true home on 
this land. Would this be free, it must remain 
wildo 

, It is my opinion that the Sierra Club and 

its allies, in their attempt to save the wild 
lands, 'will, in their attempt, destroy that 
very fragile wildness: for their concept of 
wildness is neither wild nor free, but rather 
a tame and domestic notion. 

There is real need for open unregulated 
space. It is here that one human may meet an¬ 
other. It is there when people who have reach¬ 
ed rope's end may really need its soothing si¬ 
lence and lack of spoken demand. Open space is 
society's escape valve. Close it off and a spi¬ 
rit alive and rebellious will unleash its fi¬ 
nal frustration. We are at a turning point. 

Would you impose a police state, a bur¬ 
eaucratic state of mind upon us or wo uld you 
still, however imperfect, strive to resolve 
our differences as one person to another. For 
this open, unregulated space and spirit is 
necessary. The western desert is the last fixn- 
tier of unregulated activity. The federal gov¬ 
ernment controlls huge tracts of land in the 
name of the National Forest Service and the 
National Park Service. These are no more than 
urban parks and as such reflect urban sprawl. 
It is necessary that humankind enjoy the vital 
and life-nourishing aura of nature's spirit. 

If you by regulation and control cast aside a 
knowing natural consciousness you mil have af¬ 
fectively ruined the very wildness that is fay¬ 
ing to be saved. A seeming paradox? Not real¬ 
ly, for it is true that "in wildness lies the 
preservation of the world." Let's not be sed¬ 
uced by bureaucratic doubletalk. In wildness 
implies a responsibility. A responsibility of 
each individual and organization to recognize 
aid. preserve the free spirit of each other. 
Pert of life's chore is to embody the open 
spirit. Let's preserve the right to listen. 

- Bud Monroe 
Keeler 

"THE REJECTS" AT THE GIRLS' HOME: 

REACTION FROM COUNTY READERS 

Dear Fditor, 

I was shocked and terribly disappointed 
on reading your story, "A school issue made to 
order" (Dec. 15). 

I can't and don't believe that the major- 

- ity of our town approves of this action. It 
seems that a few narrow-minded, self-righteous 

- people again have forced their will on our pol¬ 
icy makers. 

John Lee gave every protection necessary 
tc make certain these girls could not make any 
trouble - which invalidates the main argument 
of the opponents. 

On seeing the pictures, it was easy to 
see by the expressions of all where everybody 
stands. Cameras don't lie or distort and the 
News-Letter's photos, as usual, revealed a 
lot in terms of attitudes. 

If we want to drive these girls out of 


our community and into real crime (They sire 
not now charged with crimes), we are going 
about it in the right way. A home like these 
girls are in is not for hardened criminals 
but for girls that have had problems and/or 
gotten into some sort of minor difficulty - 
a fact irhich Probation Officer Lee understands 
clearly and well. 

They deserve a chance to show their 
worth. Let's work toward giving it to them. 

- D.Go 

Independence 

(Name witheld on request.) 

Dear Fditor: 

The rejection of four girls from our loc¬ 
al school makes me blush -with shame for our in¬ 
tolerant community. These girls were not even 
given a chance to prove themselves. They are not 
criminals - we don't want them to be - and yet 
we condemn them because they have had problems. 
Have we so little confidence in our own child¬ 
ren that we cannot trust their moral discrimin¬ 
ation? Association with well adjusted students 
could be a turning point in a troubled girl's 
life. 

This is a reaction of fear and insecurity 
ity, which may be the very shortcomings we are 
condemning in the girls. Sven in this Christ¬ 
mas season we tell them there is no room at 
the inn. It casts a cloud over the spirit of 
the holiday. 

- Mary DeDecker 
Independence 

(Editor'8 note: News-Letter's report on 
the refusal of the school hoard to admit 
the inmates of the girls ' home to local ed¬ 
ucation facilities provoked an unexpected 
outpouring of letters , comments and calls. 
Strangely, the News-Letter office received 
among those not one that supported the act¬ 
ion of the hoard. The two letters above are 
presented as "typical" of local comment, a 
fact which tends to indicate that the hoard 
may have acted on the demands of a small 
hut vocal minority. News-Letter welcomes 
comment from both sides in this issue, al¬ 
though (as stated in the story), the matter 
is vrobahly already settled and Probation 
Officer Lee, in consideration of the girls 
involved, hopes now to heal the differences 
between the two opposing camps and proceed 
with the youth program he has begun with as 
little controversy as possible. And. in that 
hope , News-Letter sincerely concurs, agree¬ 
ing as it does with his view that the first 
consideration here is the welfare of the 
girls with all pettiness and personal con¬ 
siderations better directed toward more 
important and less emotionally charged 
issues.) *# 

STATEMENT FROM A FIRED DEPUTY: 

"ANGERED AND CONCERNED" OVER D.A, 

Editor: 

Reading District Attorney Buck Gibbons' 
press release of 12-11-78, I find myself both 
angered and concerned. Angered because the 
failure of Mr. Gibbons to prosecute assaults 
on state and county peace officers can only 
endanger the safety of those Deputy Sheriffs, 
Traffic Officers and Police Officers who 
serve to protect Inyo County and its citiz- 
. (FORUM continued, next page) 
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ens. If persons are shown that they can as¬ 
sault and injure armed peace officers, and not 
have to answer, then what safety remains for 
the unarmed law abiding citizen? 

I am concerned by the political over¬ 
tones surrounding Mr. Gibbons* refusal to pro¬ 
secute the Lone Pine assault. I do not feel 
comfortable knowing that in Inyo County, the 
town one lives in, "//ho one may be related to, 
or one*s community standing, can result in 
one person being prosecuted for an offense, 
while a person in another town commits the 
same offense goes without prosecution being 
sought by the D.A 0 's office. 

One can only wonder about what has tran¬ 
spired during all the time the D.A 0 held the 
reports on the Lone Pine assault. What "be- 
hind-closed-door" meetings might have taken 
place, what "deals” may have been made, will 
never be known. What is known is that this 
offense has been conveniently swept under the 
carpet, and should never have been. I find the 
reason for doing so - "...in the interest of 
.justice.- to be ludicrous, and wonder just 
whose "interests" were served. 

- Thomas E. Gonzales 
Former Deputy Sheriff 
Independence 

(Editor's note: District Attorney Gib¬ 
bons, apprised of the receipt of Gonzales ' 
release to News-Letter and to the county's 
other print media, was contacted for res¬ 
ponse, if any, to the charges. He replied: 
"Anyone who cares to look at our record 
will find we don’t play favorites in whom 
we prosecute. ") 


At week's end, still more letters arrived 
concerning the school issue (See above). 
One more of these appears on Page 14. 







To 

all 

our 

friends, 
our 

sincere 

best 

wishes 

for 

the 

best 

holiday 

season 

ever. 

And 

may 

the 

New 

Year 

bring 

us 

all 

peace, 

prosperity 

and 

happiness! 


■ 
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7(le Tf/toc fo*(/i4&0c<n' Stonedl 

WE OF FER ONLY THE HIGHEST QUALtTY PRODUCTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY FE STIVITIES! 

For festive occasions, try our: 

Swiss fruit bread. Date nut bread, Pecan fruit cake. 

Papa Schat's Stohlen bread. 

Sheepherder, Horn' Skquaw, Sheenherder sesame. 

Onion poppy, Sheepherder sweet rolls.... 

ALSO: Pure honey gift Pak... 


Stores to Serve You: 

MAMMOTH JUNE LAKE 
BISHOP LONE PINE 


HOME OF THE ORIGINAL 


SHEEPHERDER ® BREAD SINCE 1938 


SALE/ 


UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT 


SALE CONTINUES 

ON ALL MERCHANDISE 

EVERYTHING MUST GO! BIG DISCOUNTS 

1/3 OFF ON GRAFF CLOTHES 20% OFF ALL GIFTS 10% OFF ALL FOOD ITEMS 


QUALITY GRAFF CLOTHES 
MOCCASINS 

OUR ENTIRE LINE OF GIFTS 


o 








Country Sierra Gifts 

» 763 N. Main • Bishop ♦ 872 - 9621 


<£3 —^3 
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—fJVotes from B.K? - 

NO. THE COUNTY DOG POUND DIDN'T GET "OSO." Since last week's edition - and 
its graphic picture story on the tragic fire at Fort Independence - a lot of 
people were concerned about the little dog - "Oso" - owned by one of the vic¬ 
tims. We said the pound got him, and on another page, we said the pound did 
not get him (Mixed reports came in between page printing schedules). And now 
the report is that "Oso" is not going hungry, he's just wandering around out 
at the fort. Everybody's pet. We haven't seen him, but the report is that he 
is "Okay." 

(■ 



BENETT KESSLER 


FLOODS OF TEARS (SENTIMENT RUNNING RAMPANT DEPT.): Being a movie classics buff I switched ov¬ 
er to Channel 5 (Thank you, Ted Higle) the other eve to see the 19UU Crosby flick Going My 
Way. Remember Barry Fitzgerald? Remember the scene, a 20 second take at the end Wien Crosby 
as a priest leads Father Fitzgibbons* (Fitzgerald) aging mother into the church? Ah, well, 
says I, mopping up oceans of tears, nostalgia just ain't what it used to be. 

***• 


VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: librarian Jay Ector, one of the county officials who responded 
positively (so far, maybe the only one) to Proposition 13. He quietly and without fanfare re¬ 
organized his department, cut red tape, and (without anybody getting hurt or fired) eliminat¬ 
ed one position, by attrition. No wringing of hands or blaming it all on the heartless tax¬ 
payers - and no cut-back in services either. Pleasant and interesting to talk to, too. 

"THE CLUB" AT KNIGHT'S MANOR (SEE PAGE 1) will be hopping on New Year's Eve. Knight tells us 
the place is booked solid (members, friends only). A1 Winter the pianist won't be doing his 
solo gig since Knight has arranged for a back-up band. Probably, it will be the best party 
going anywhere around. 

FRIENDS TELL US they're hearing tourist complaints about Inyo's absence of mechanics on the 
weekends. That's when the breakdowns occur since that's when the heavy traffic turns up. It 
looks like the mechanics would see it as an opportunity to pick up some ski bucks. 

•JHHfr 

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES has apparently decided to remove its blinders and have a look at the 
DWP. They've assigned a reporter, Robert Jones; to the story and he's turned out several good 
pieces. The public trend (See our back page) appears to be turning the other way and the Sac¬ 
ramento pols are getting on the anti-DWP trend band-wagon. 

4HBE- 

JUST HOW FAR SHOUID THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT GO? Now my TV news is telling me they're thinking ab¬ 
out turning loose 15,000 Nazi war criminals. Ah, me, forgive and forget; no matter that just 
about this time of the year - many years ago - the "Battle of the Bulge" took place. No mat¬ 
ter either that the ovens were working overtime to make room for the super—men. I'd say the 
remaining inmates were lucky they'didn't get a firing squad. If you turn them loose there'll 
be at least a few all-too-ready to lend a hand to the self-styled "Nazis" of the present day. 
Even now there are a lot of people in Europe who'd have us believe that it never really hap¬ 
pened anyway. 

### 

AND ANOTHER VPP: He's one of the county's CRiPs on duty in the remote areas of Death Valley, 
a lonesome beat. Highway Patrolman A1 Bradley appears to be a "natural" far public relations; 
he gets practice, I guess, in dealing with the Death Valley visitors. Bright smile, sincere 
handshake, and a presence that demands likeable respect. 

-#*-*- 

HOW COME a petty burglar or petty thief can do up to a couple of years - or more - in the 
pen, and men (men?) who sell their country down the tube (John Mitchell, former attorney 
general, and H.R. Haldeman, the Nixon aide) get off with a few months? 

BOY, AM I IN A PUNITIVE MOOD TODAYJ Just full of the Christmas spirit, I guess. 

iHBJ- 

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT? A matter of emotional stability. That's the current word from the psychiat¬ 
ric community. For some, great joy, for others, depression. But for all, a certain tension 
as we try (a ritual) to attain once again the feelings and experiences of childhood...the 
good ole days when everybody loved us no matter what we were and nothing was required in re¬ 
turn. But who can be a child again - until he or she can be innocent again? 


WOULD YOU BELIEVE....? There's somebody in the southern part of the county who got mad be¬ 
cause of...well, some sort of issue over a road to some property and a question of whether 
the county should maintain it. And now a handful of people in the neighborhood are talking 
seriously ...seriously y mind you...about a recall election to unseat Supervisor Richard Mc¬ 
Donald.' Fat chance. He's probably the best supervisor of the lot. and, as best he can, runs 
an "open" office. And the people of his district swear by him. 

HAPPY HOLIDAY TO ALL...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY.. 


- Sincerely, /] 

(o 
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Warned by 
395 pulls 


Chain installer Tab Lewis of Bishop 


a highway sign - "Chains Requir 

_ r _..- over on a turnout on Sherwin Gr 

storms had made north-county roads icy an 
youths, meanwhile, were making up to $100 
stalling chains. This line of cars extend 


FORUM LETTERS, Continued 

To the Editors 

This is a voive from a taxpayer and mem¬ 
ber of "another community" ’with reference to 
"The Rejects" in the Dec. 15 News-Letter# 

This writer questions a member of the 
faculty influencing the school boardj how can 
this be? 

In my opinion, some changes are needed 
on both the faculty and the school board# The 
superintendent of schools also is a fence 
sitter and a fuzzy thinker. 

In order to teach effectively, one must 
both love, and receive the respect and love, 
of the students. Respect for authority equals 
love. It appears the "Rejects" found this lack¬ 
ing in the Independence schools# 

Also, in my opinion, Peggy Sherritt has 
destroyed effectiveness as a teacher. iVhose 
idea was it to walk a petition to the parents 
to keep the crisis center students from the 
school? A petition can be verbally presented 
in such a way as to enlist signatures from peo¬ 
ple nho if they really knew the facts and had 
time to think about it would not sign but in 
fact would object. 


It is strange, to say the least, that any 
one would object to certain students, which 
they have singled out, attending their local 
neighborhood school. The 20 or more students 
appear to have more good judgement than some 
parents and school officials. 

In the turmoil which exists today in many 
families, it is suggested here that the time 
may come when the elite, or should I say "sncbs" 
of the town, will wish someone had empathy for 
their own family member. 

It is also suggested here that some san¬ 
ity return to Independence. Bring the students 
into the local school. Show them love and an 
example which will influence them for good fu¬ 
ture citizens. Remove the real reason for this 
problem. After all, this may have been growing 
before the crisis center students arrived. 

With all due respect for the efforts of 
the probation officer, this matter should not 
be hushed up and smoothed over at the expense 
of some students. I do not want my tax money 
paying for this sort of thing and for unneces¬ 
sary busing. Let me make it perfectly clear 
herej I will not rest until certain people are 
removed and the air is cleared. I call upon res¬ 
idents, parents and taxpayers to correct this 
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ade north of Bishop. Recent heavy Photos: 
d dangerous. A number of Bishop. Benett Kessler 

a day charging $5 per wheel for in- John Heston 
ed nearly a quarter of a mile. 

situation at the source. 

Return to the example set by the great 
teacher, Jesus Christ, live and act in accor¬ 
dance with His Gospel. Without this, teachers, 
board members and the superintendent if schools ' 
and many others will fall flat on their faces. 
The so-called "Rejects" deserve a public apol¬ 
ogy, a new name, and a Merry Christmas. 

PS: To the young people at the crisis 
center: PLease don't let this be a blight oh 
your road of life. Remember, we are all here 
on earth to learn; some of us take longer than 
others. Some never learn to love each other. 
•They need your prayers. 

- Pat McClendon 
Little Lake 

(Editor's note: The teacher mentioned in 
Reader McClendon's letter, Ms. Sherritt, was 
not in fact a signer of the petition, al¬ 
though in a show of hands she supported,al¬ 
ong with several others, the hoard's action. 

At Independence she is considered by many to 
be among "the best" on the school faculty. 

The editors were surprised by the reaction 
prompted by News-Letter's story - but at 
week's end, still no comments had arrived 
to support the school board's action.) 


KNIGHT, Continued 

at it as conflict. I look at myself as not 
too unlike the people who came West..pion¬ 
eers. 

"There's too much government now. We’re 
over-governed and it will have to swing the 
other way. It's getting to the point that if 
you want to paint your house green, they'll 
tell you to paint it brown. 

"Whenevr you pioneer anything, there 
are problems (He is speaking of Knight Man¬ 
or). They used to think power steering was 
never going to last. I think Knight Manor 
will be a model for this kind of thing in 
the state 0 " 

Whatever the county's "official" view 
of Knight and his antics and Quixotic bat¬ 
tles, county officials buy his houses, his 
lots - and his drinks and dinners. 

Even as the controversial promoter ex¬ 
amined his situations, new and old, with a 
reporter, 60 people "from the county health 
department" trooped in for lunch. 

"It's a beautiful place," he said, but 
warned darkly: "It's up to the people if they 
want to keep it open." 

It's Knight's view that most of the 
coraplainers (Some feel that a public dining¬ 
dancing place might create traffic and noise 
around Knight Manor's mobile homes) are peo¬ 
ple "who have moved to Inyo from city areas. 

"They're trying to impose regulations 
on us here, regulations that they wanted to 
get away from in the city." 

As for the future, Knight may hold ev¬ 
en further headaches in store for the coun¬ 
ty's policymakers. For instance, he wants a 
racquet-ball court at his club....and still 
further ahead is another project "six miles 
north of Gishop. 

"It w; uld be a city as large as Bish¬ 
op," he says, which would come as no sur¬ 
prise to those who know him. 

And if there is more controversy over 
this new "city," what then? "So be it," says 
Knight, "In the end they'll recognize it's 
good development." 

A Ocelot perhaps? 



Inyo's Knight-errant has even more plans 

Maybe a Camelot. 
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^(Reprint from Gainesville, Fla. SUN) 

Carter and Florida Governor-elect 
Scruggs, Sr., at 
She inquired 

grand-daughter and the wa- 
Califomia desert town. " 
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Jefferson County’s Hill Scruggs, a 
man not usually at a loss for words., 
was speechless last Friday when a 
friend asked him how his garden was 
doing this year. 

His friend is Koselvn Carter, wife of 
President Jimmy Carter, who was iu 
Tallahassee Friday morning for a 

political rally. 

Scruggs, a long time leader in the 
Democratic Party here, said that when 
he asked Mrs. Carter if she 
remembered him, she not only 
remembered but also asked about his 


The reference to Scruggs’ grand¬ 
daughter concerned her problem with 
water in the California desert town 
where she lives. 

The Carters had planned to spend 
the night in the Jefferson County 
home of Bill Scruggs during one of 
their Visits around I he Country. 
Scruggs said after being checked out 
twice by the Secret Service and the 
FBI, the idea was rejected because his 
house is located on a major highway 
which would, have presented security 
problems. 


(AP Wlr»*Dhoto to the Sun) 

- 1 . . ~ 1 .. ‘T 

In this reproduction of a Gaines¬ 
ville, Fla., Sun news story, a ref¬ 
erence is made to a "granddaughter ” 
who turns out to he Kenney Scruggs 
of Independence. Scruggs, angered 
over DWP's high-handed treatment of 
Inyo County 's water resources, had 
called Rosalyn Carter, a family 
friend, last summer. But neither 
Scruggs nor a press secretary at 
the White House last week would e- 
laborate on what Rosalyn Carter had 
"done" at Scruggs' request. It was 
apparent, however, that Democrats 
at Sacramento were increasingly in¬ 
terested in Inyo's water issue: Six 
state agencies attacked Df-/P’s EIR. 


bean crop, inquired about his maid, 

ay)J wante d t o_know if his 

granddaughter in California had told 
him about what they (the Carter 
administration) had done for her. 

Mrs. Carter visited Scruggs’ home 
in the spring of 1976 when she was in 
the area on a campaign tour for her 
husband/'__ 

In a dispute over county 
employee policy, Indep¬ 
endence's Kenney Scruggs 
resigned as secretary to 
the planning commission, 
later entered law school 
in L.A. Her father, a 
Florida educator, is an 
occasional visitor to 
.. the White House . 
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